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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study 1) the ways of
life of the mahouts in the Ayutthaya Elephant Palace and Royal
Kraal, Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya province, and 2) to study the
problems the mahouts are facing at work at the Ayutthaya
Elephant Palace and Royal Kraal, Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya
province. A sample of 50 mahouts was used. They were
interviewed and also observations on the ground were made. The
data were collected by the researcher and two research
assistants.

The findings indicated that :

1. The majority of mahouts are between 21 and 30 years
old, single, originally from Surin. They have been experienced
mahouts. They live in the residence provided by the Ayutthaya
Elephant Palace and Royal Kraal. The mahouts also prepare
their own meals favoring dishes from the central Thailand and
the North East. The mahouts speak both Thai and Laos and only a
small minority can communicate in Japanese and English on a
basic level. Their daily work involves feeding an adult elephant
and giving taxi rides for tourists during 9.00 - 17.00. However,

they haw to take care of the elephants for the whole day and
right without any holidays. For relaxation and recreation, the
mahouts like watching television and listening to music. Their
income is 6,000 baht per month. They do not have savings, but
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generally have high debts. Their homes have basic living
facilities including televisions, electric fans, radios, refrigerators,
electric cookers and mobile phones. The mahouts value the
relationships, love, and generosity towards the elephant and their
relatives. Most mahouts believe in original cultures and
customs, especially the culture of showing respect to San Pa
Gam (Elephant Spirit House) before leaving or going outside
the Kraal.

2. Most mahouts are facing the economic problems. Their
income is low, so they have high debts. They are responsible
for taking care of their families and sending some money back
to their relatives.
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