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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study background factors of prisoners who continued to commit
crimes of amphetamines, factors and causes of the recidivism, and to offer the guidelines to
prevent and solve the recidivism problems. The sample group consisted of 200 recidivists of
amphetamines in Phranakhonsri Ayutthaya Correctional Institution for Drug and Addicts. The
research tools were questionnaires and interviewing forms. The statistical analysis was performed
by frequency and percentage.

Findings revealed that :

1. The background factors of the recidivists were that most of them were not over
than 30 years. They were born in Bangkok and circumference, and graduated from primary
schools. They are single and Buddhist.

2. There were some factors and causes of the recidivism. First, most recidivists were
employees with 5,000 — 10,000 baht per month. They lived with their parents who did not involve
in the crimes. Secondly, their houses were in situated in the slums of the municipal areas. They
wanted to try the amphetamines and they could not stop using them because they increased
energy. They knew well that amphetamines made them lose their future and affected the bodies
and minds. Thirdly, friends involving in drugs were another cause and they realized that the
dealers were punished harder than the addicts. Finally, they became the recidivists because of the
unemployment and financial problems.

3. The guidelines for the prevention and solution were two strategy aspects as
follows: 1) the development of education and profession training by changing the burden to the
power including educational promotion, social welfare, social acceptance and developing
prisoners’ skill with the private sectors to a higher standard, and 2) strategy of drug prevention
and elimination by helping solve drug problems including three projects: treatment and recover
efficiency of the drug addicts, drug prevention in the prison/correctional institution, and personnel

development of the remedies.
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