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ABSTRACT 

 

 The purpose of this research was to compare English reading comprehension achievement 

and attitude towards learning English of Pratomsuksa six students using mind mapping technique 

and traditional method.  The sample group, drawn by simple random sampling, consisted of two 

classes as an intact group, containing 70 Pratomsuksa 6 students, studying at Tesabal 3 

Watchainawas School  in Suphanburi.  The research was conducted in the first semester of academic 

year 2008.  The sample was divided into two groups : an experimental group and a controlled group.  

The experimental group was taught by mind mapping technique and the controlled group by 

traditional method.  The duration of the experiment was 20 hours.  The research instruments included 

10 lesson plans of mind mapping technique and traditional method, a test on English reading 

comprehension, and an attitude test towards learning English. Pretest - posttest with non - equivalent 

controlled group was the research design. Statistical analysis was performed in terms of multivariate 

analysis of covariance (MANCOVA), using  attitude  towards  learning  English  before  the  

experiment  as  a  covariate.   

 The  research  results  revealed  the  following : 

 1.  Reading comprehension achievement in English of the group using mind mapping 

and that of the group using traditional method was different with a statistically significant level of  

.01. In  other words, English reading comprehension achievement of the group taught by mind 

mapping was  higher  than  that  of  the  group taught  by  traditional  method.        

 2. Attitude towards learning English of the group using mind mapping and that of the 

group using traditional method was different with a statistically significant level of .01. In other 

words, attitude towards learning English of the group taught by mind mapping was higher than that 

of  the  group  taught  by  traditional  method. 
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