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Laitongrien Meepan. (2009). Thesis Or Issues Surrounding And Sulution to This Problem
Elephant That Beg in the Streets from Bankhai Chaiyapum Province &
Bantakang Surin Province. Master Thesis, M.A. (Social Sciences for Development).
Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya Rajabhat University. Advisory Dr.Chidchai Sananseang,

Asistant Prof. Sutum Chatasingha

ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study the cause and practice of the street and nomad
elephants and their problems that have come from Ban Kai’s elephant owner group in
Chaiyaphum and Bantakang’s elephant owner group in Surin Province. An example group of
28 elephant owners was used to gather information by interview, observation and group
conversations, analysing data by using statistics, percentages and the results have been analysed
as below

1. Most of the elephant owners send the elephants out onto the streets, as it makes
sense from an economic point of view. It is a good way for the elephants to earn money. It is also
beneficial in term of socialising with the local people. People love to feed elephants. Feeding
elephants is seen as lucky for many Thai people. Lastly, there is no natural land left for the
elephants to live and feed on.

2. Most of the elephant owners have prepared to move their elephants around
different provinces by obtaining an elephant moving license, certificates for food and materials
used by the elephant shows. The elephant owners then looked for ways to move the elephants by
truck. There are about 1-5 people on each trip. Most of their activity involves selling food and
products made from elephant tail hair and ivory every evening. Most of the elephants food comes
from natural grasses and water by the wayside. They spend ten months travelling through
different provinces and return home only for the elephant festival or Phraya Lae Festival in Surin
Province.

3. In fact, most of the local elephant owners do not make problems for the
elephantsTravelling. Most of the problems are caused from government pressure on the elephant

owners. Most local people have strong feelings about the elephants being on the street.
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