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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the research were to: 1) examine the process of participatory
community empowerment; and 2) explore the opinion of the communities around Wang Noi
Power Plant toward the process of participatory community empowerment. The samples consisted
of six researches, three experts and sixty residents in the communities around Wang Noi Power
Plant. The research instruments consisted of a form of content analysis, a structured interview
form and a five-point rating scale questionnaire. The data were analyzed using content analysis,
percentage, mean and standard deviation.

The findings were as follows:

1. The participatory community empowerment process included four stages: 1)
searching for the working area and having activities, namely, community mapping, enhancing a
collaborative understanding, and determining the working areas; 2) sharing problems and needs
by scheduling relevant activities in the target areas, investigating causes of problems, needs, and
costs, making a conclusion, having study tours, and having a comparative analysis; 3)
synthesizing knowledge by having group meetings, learning from what had been trained and seen
during the study tours, setting a goal for the community, planning, determining a person in charge
and time frame, and organizing participatory activities; and 4) having a follow—up and evaluation
using fixing areas, meeting in groups, revising what had been learned from implementing the
plan, and improving the plan.

2. The communities’ opinion toward the process of participatory community
empowerment was at a high level. In other words, the mean level was 3.81 and standard deviation

reached 0.91.



